
Guide to installing Virtualbox and 
TinyXP on a Mac

Introduction
Virtualbox is a dream freeware solution for anyone 
- novice to geek - who wants to run different 
computers inside their computer ... virtual so to 
speak. Today I've been tinkering with getting 
Virtualbox working on a Mac laptop running 
WinXP.

Virtualbox from Oracle is a freeware, open source 
virtualisation application .. it comes in a number of 
flavours (http://www.virtualbox.org/) - I've 
previously used it to run WinXP guests inside 

WinXP hosts for testing and at work it was the only way to install things 
without having to go to the IT helpdesk.

This guide is based on my popular post How to Install Virtualbox and 
TinyXP on a Mac http://bit.ly/b63ADx

 

For Newbies & Opening Comments
I'm making assumptions here that you have used Virtualbox or virtual 
software before on your Mac.

If you are totally new thats ok too!

 

A comment on jargon ...
Host - in this example is Mac OSX, ie you are hosting the virtual operating 
system on your mac

Guest -  WinXP or what ever the virtual operating system you are going to  
install
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Seamless windows - once you have installed the guest OS you want to be 
able to copy & paste between Host and Guest or maybe seamlessly move and 
use your mouse between Host and Guest ... right?

TinyXP can be found all over the net ... Google it to get the Torrent ...

The TinyXP rev 09 will save on your Mac computer as TinyXP-rev09.iso - 
remember where this is saved too.

For Mac buffs an .ISO is almost the same as a .DMG and can be mounted the 
same way.

Create a New Virtual Machine for Windows XP in 
Virtualbox

1. Run Virtualbox, create a new Guest (winxp of course)
2. Then click Settings in the toolbar
3. Click on Storage then CD/DVD - Mount and then check the Radio 

button for ISO Image File
4. Click the funny Folder Up Icon mount the disc image for TinyXP
5. Open a new Mac Finder window and go to the saved location for the 

TinyXP.iso



6. Click and drag the TinyXP.iso back into the Virtualbox Window
7. Press Select and then OK

Start the install of TinyXP in Virtualbox Virtual machine

Press Start ...if you mounted the TinyXP image, then the WinXP guest will 
boot the image file and run the TinyXP Win installer.

• Please note: there is no seemless integration between Mac OSx, 
Virtualbox and the Winxp Guest window yet .. so that means you need 
to click on the guest window to bring control focus to the WinXP 
installer. BEFORE you can select the installation options

Choose the option with IE and OE ... that's with internet explorer and outlook 
express

and so in about 15mins I was logged into WinXP - thats about half the time it 
normally takes.

BUT .. TinyXP and Virtualbox don't like each other as

• TinyXP doesnt come with NIC drivers for the Virtualbox AMD network 
card so there was no network or no internet

• TinyXP disables many services needed for Shared Folders

How to enable shared folders in Virtualbox with TinyXP
In the WinXP guest ... go to Control Panel .. Admin Tools ... Services

I just sorted the column for status (running, manual, disabled) ... and enabled 
the ones I need -

Routing and Remote Access
Network DDE
Network DDE DSDM

Reboot the Winxp guest

Now mount the disc image for the Guest Additions and run those

Reboot ...



How to get Virtualbox and TinyXP network card working
Launch your favourite Torrent Search engine and look for this exact phrase 
networkdriverstinyxp.iso

Start up your WinXP guest

a ... go to your VMWare shared folders and copy that file you just 
downloaded to your desktop and run the installer.

b ... the longer part

Now go to Control Panel > System or right-click My Computer and choose 
Properties

Choose the Hardware Tab then Drivers

You'll see a little Yellow Question mark next to the VMWare NIC Card

Right Click this and choose update Drivers

Select c:/winxp/drivers/inf

Woo hoo .. 99% done ... 1 more reboot

Shutdown this time

How to configure Virtualbox Network Settings to work 
with Mac osX Airport
Goto the Network settings section ... change it from NAT .. to Bridged .. then 
click the funny yellow screwdriver .... and select en1: Airport

Leave it set as PCnet-FAST III

Save your settings ... cross your fingers

Start the WinXP guest ... once you logged in your Virtualbox Network Status 
lights will start flashing .. now just open Internet Explorer

Oh you did choose to install TinyXP with IE & OE didn't you ??



What else is missing from this HOW TO guide?

If you want to see it improved or updated then let me know

http://damiensaunders.com/contact
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